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O P P O R T U N I T I E S

Across the USDA system there are grant
opportunities that may be used to leverage new
opportunities in the rural grocery space.

USDA, Rural Development
Examples:
HFFI  (Healthy Food Financing Initiative)
REAP (Rural Energy for America Program)

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/usda-fst-building-resilient-food-system-handout.pdf


Improves Access to  healthy food and creates
economic opportunity in underserved communities

www.investinginfood.com 

Grants
Loans
Technical Assistance
Partnership Program

H E A L T H Y  F O O D  F I N A N C I N G  I N I T A T I V E



O P P O R T U N I T I E S

Across the USDA system there are grant
opportunities that may be used to leverage new
opportunities in the rural grocery space.

USDA, Ag. Marketing Service
Examples:
Regional Food Business Centers
Local Food Promotion Program

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/usda-fst-building-resilient-food-system-handout.pdf


LOCAL FOOD PROMOTION PROGRAM

$10.5M

Develop and expand local and regional food
businesses

NGOs, ag associations, coops, businesses,
local & tribal government 

Grants:
Planning -- $25K - $100K
Implementation -- $100K $500K

 
25% match required





C O N S I D E R I N G  G R A N T S

Eligibility

Conditions of the grant

Allowable Costs

Program Purpose

Funding Amount



W R I T I N G  T H E  G R A N T  

READ THE REQUEST CAREFULLY

Ensure that you include all requested parts, answering all

questions (Checklists are helpful)

Have outside readers read your grant to ensure you are clear

on your plan and purpose

Read other/past grants, or research what they have funded in

the past if possible to get a sense of what the funder is looking

for (or serve as a peer reviewer) 

Ensure that you balance the broad and the specific



E X A M P L E  I N  P R A C T I C E

Wrights Market














