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CO-OoP
SECTORS

Montana has 170+ co-ops with an
additional 50 + out of state or
national cooperatives doing
business in the State.

60 + Agriclutral cooperatives
45 Credit Unions

28 Electrical

B Telecommunications

30 Non-Legacy (retail,
investment, worker owned)

MONTANA
COOPERATIVES

CO-OP
ASSOCIATIONS
Montana has three additional
cooperative associations:

+» Montana Electrical Cooperative's
Association

* Broadband MT

+« Montana Credit Union’s

MCDC conducts Quarterly Roundable
discussions with the associations and is
exploring the creation of an Ag specific
association.

\

NATIONAL
PARTNERS

Through the associations and
MCDC, Montana is connected to
a variety of National Partners
including trade associations,
financial institutions, additional
co-op development
professionals, guild of trade
(attorney and accounts) and
more.
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Rural

Communities
Matter

Montana is all or primarily
rural depending on whose
definition you're using

Rural Communities are vital,
and they’re losing ground- how
do we build capacity for them
and strengthen their resilience

Our solution- Cooperatives and
cooperation across some creative
partnerships







Cooperation 1s What We Do
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Supporting and Building Capacity




] MONTANA COOPERATIVE
gP_ | DEVELOPMENT CENTER

WOMEN'’S
INVESTMENT CO-OP

Are you passionate about making a positive impact in your
community?

Do you want to learn more about financial literacy, diversify
your income sources, and support local businesses and
causes that align with your values?

Do you want to have a say in how your money is invested and
managed, and share your skills, knowledge, and network
with other like-minded women?

WHAT IT IS

e Awomen’si ment cooperat is a group of women who
money and resou to invest in busmesses, pProj
benefit them and their communities.
They can be a powerful way to empower women nomically, socially,
well as to promote gender equality and social justice.

A women's m;estmem co-op can offer financial and non-financial AT A G LA N C E

support to its members and partners, suct education, mentoring,
FIRST STEPS

orking, and advocacy.
N E E D Take our survey and tell us
what interests you about this

Women still own less than 1/3 of small businesses* in MT and that
Reach out with any questions

perc
The avera

EXT

Create a steering committee
hich and start the process of
organizing the cooperative

According to the stats, the top priority of women-owned businesses is
t >t more funding and financial help.
4 of the women entrepreneurs do not have any role models,
limits their growth.
1 in 3 female entrepreneurs has experienced sexism as a business
owner. A staggering 91% of women business owners say gender bias
and inequal s prevalent in busines:

would be an extra $3.22 trillion of assets under management
from private individuals if women invested at the same rate as men
Women are more likely to invest in companies that are led by,
supplied by or cater to women

ENEFITS C:perative

You can help women in Montana overcome the barriers and DEVELOPMENT CENTER

challenges that they face in accessing capital, markets, and

opportunities

‘ou can achieve your financial goals while investing in projects that

you believe in

You can create positi social impact in your community by

supporting local busines creating jobs, reducing poverty, and TRACY MCINTYRE
addressing social chan Executive Director

You can build solidarity, trust, and leadership among members, and Montana Cooperative Development Center
with other stakeholders, such C N 3 ole www.mcdc.coop

policymakers. tracy@mcdc.coop

(406)-868-0757

Building together what it would

Program funded in part by USDA Rural Development ’ . .
Montana Cooperative Development Center is an equal opportunity employer and provider. be im p055|b|e to build alone



Thank you!

Lyndsay Gutierrez Nicole Borner
Lyndsay@MCDC.coop Nicole@MCDC.coop

Thank you to USDA Rural Development Socially Disadvantaged Group Grant.
MCDC is an equal opportunity provider and employer.



